School of Public Health-Bloomington

THE CCEDIR
CONNECTION
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Dear Katie,

Happy New Year. Winter reminds us that progress doesn’t always look loud or fast, but it can
still be steady and sustaining. Even in colder months, CCEDIR continues to bring light and
heat to partnership work by nurturing trust, alignment, and shared ownership across
communities and institutions. At CCEDIR, community—academic partnership means listening
first, aligning work with community-identified priorities, and creating academic opportunities
rooted in real-world contexts. As we move into the spring semester, our focus remains on
supporting collaboration that is intentional and impactful—helping community partners and
academics move from connection to coordinated action in ways that honor community
knowledge and strengthen long-term capacity.

— Read the full Director’s reflection on LinkedIn.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

EVENT

Engaging with Intention: Foundations for Community-
6 Engaged Scholarship

Monday, April 6, 2026

4-6 p.m.

McCalla School, Room 121

525 N Indiana Ave Bloomington, IN 47408

This interactive workshop explores how trust, communication,
and mutual respect shape authentic community—academic
partnerships. Participants will apply a community-centered
lens to move beyond transactional engagement toward
meaningful, collaborative impact.

Who should attend: Faculty interested in community-engaged
scholarship and practice.
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CORE PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

People's Cooperative Market

The Center for Community -Engaged Dissemination and Implementation Research is thrilled to
highlight People's Cooperative Market and the organization's director, Lauren McCalister!

People's Cooperative Market envisions a vibrant market community that is thoughtfully driven
by a comprehensive set of values that reflect the highest aspirations for equitable
inclusiveness in significant and meaningful ways. Cultivating a genuine sense of belonging for
all individuals who share and support these values is a central objective of our mission. They
actively strive to work towards intersectional anti-racism, as well as to create safe and
supportive spaces for vital food justice work.



Through their mission, the organization hopes to bring attention to injustices in our food
systems, dismantle them, and replace them with a BIPOC holistic model of care for the land,
food, and those in need. They are led by the cooperative model as an organization while
remaining mindful of our farmers', vendors', and customers' needs. The People's Cooperative
Market seeks to be an educational and cultural hub for our community, ever-expanding the
meaning of community, especially for those on the margins of society. They aim to be a space
for social conversations around racism, marginalization, and issues of nation and borders,
along with care for our earth, the land we cultivate, and the food we eat to sustain our bodies.
The organization is Black Queer women-led, and centers the experiences, the expertise, and
the courage of our Black Queer leadership.

People's Cooperative Market aims to foster meaningful collaborations, build lasting equity,
cultivate a sense of liberation, and ensure access to local food, art, and educational
opportunities for all members of our community. Learn more at the link below or reach out to
Lauren McCalister at peoplesmarketmanager@gmail.com.
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2420 E 3rd St
Bloomington,
IN 47401
10a.m.to 2
p.m.

MARCH EVENT

People's

Cooperative
Market:
Spring Sprout

Food Systems
Conference:

Seeds of
Solidarity

Saturday,
March 28,
2026

NATIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH WEEK



Mark your calendars! This year's National Public Health Week is Monday, April 6
through Sunday, April 12, 2026. Engage in activities that highlight the collective work
advancing public health. Details for events occurring during the week can be found

below!

GET INVOLVED

Want to join the movement?

e Become a CCEDIR Core or Affiliate
Member

¢ Join our community-academic
conversations

o Participate in implementation
research lab

o Contribute a resource or blog post

to the next newsletter

POWER TOOLS FOR PARTNERSHIPS

Strengthen your Community-Academic Collaboration

Looking to lead, learn, or launch a community-academic partnership? These resources are

built for you!

DO YOU WANT TO BE FEATURED?

If you're interested in being featured in the CCEDIR Monthly Newsletter, send us an
email at ccedir@iu.edu. We would love to showcase our amazing partners...just
like you!





